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Award-worthy
renovation for
old showroom

Brair KamMin
Cityscapes
Mention the last name
“Kahn" to architecture

Diegn.

Onlyaiewwlllbrqgup
“the other Kahn,™ Detrojts
Albert Kahn, whose port-
folio was hardly linited to
the light-filled, concrete-
frame factories that made
him the leading American
industrial architect of his
day. Kahn's most

i creations; the
Ford Motor Co's sprawling
Hiver Rouge plant, Detroit's
art deon Fisher Building,
and standouts on the Uni-
weraity of Michigan carm|
such as the classically in-
spired Hatcher Graduate
Library.

Often called “the man
whio built Detreit,* Kahn,
who died in 1942, made a
smaller mark on rival
Chicago. The streamlined
General Motors and Ford
buildings atot}:edw‘slgla-

K,al'm:llns@md
In 1927 a
sober but handsome two-

Lloyd Wright s home turf —
Onk Park. Reshaped two
years ago Into a

&l structurally expres-
sive design with fine ma-
wrhk.lndudlrulmhw
limestone on the first floor
and richly articulated brick-

lnfhel'iaos.hmm
asesthetic disaster struck: A
cable television commpany
turned the old showrootn
into offices and covered
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Grove Apartments was once a handsome auto showroom designed by the distinguished Detroit architect Albert Kahn,

The lably, where cars were once driven into the repair
shop at the formar showroom, recelves lots of natural light.

betareen ald and new el-
ements that avaids the
architectural equivalent of a
tan line. The design
achieves better proportons
than Kahn's somewhat
squat original, even as it
mdheres to his visionof a
ndgsu:npl.e bone-beauti-

Wew fencing pays homage
to the past with an old-
fashioned car silhouatts.

uultdd;am natural light into

regldents’ apartments,

The bobbwy, where cars

wene ance driven into the

repair shop, and corridors

get 1otz of natural L The
all

apartments, all one-bed-
roams of less than 500
square feet, are arranged
not 45 open-plan studios
a5 A series of rooms.
‘I‘ypl.cwy a low-ceiling
Iatchen opens to a high-

room, making the apart-
ments feel bigrer than they
actually are, “Tt's kind of a
Frank Lloyd Wright thing,
You come in low, and you
go up high” said.
For most residents, rent
is $679 a month, But Perry
'\-"m.Inermﬂjuﬁc 's chief
OpeTRTE T, sees the
project in broader terms
tham just providing afford-
able housing. I's s way to
offer housing in the com-
mnity Fw“penfjtewho
take care of our lids, who
wark in the restaurants that
*Hear
Gmﬂparmwnts
have a surface parki
next door, ta be sure,
those workers wall to ihen'
jobs instend of clomging the

CTIETEY USAZE ntion

iy o g
i ip. designed by
the Motor City architect
who shaped factories that
madc hrn('m'aﬂw\a.rorid'a

crfaum—

muhll:s,mu wind
mmm'blmtcl AWy uﬂlﬁe
in which mare people get
argund an foot,
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